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ANALECTA

Lazk of space has necessitated the omission af the usual
lisl of new members Since the publication of “he previous
Jonrnal, c1ght new memoers have been clected. Thewr names
will bue given in the next i1s5ue.

? " % L2

Profescor Nikolas Rinin, Ing Friedrich Schmiecl, and Hore
Willy Ley, tnee of Europe's lead:ng rockel experimenters, have
recently been elecied honorary members of the American Rocket
Sociely. * " * %

The comiag pullication of N P E. Cleator's book, Recliels
Throupgh Spece. by Messrs. George Allen and Unwin Limited,
promiscs Lo be an event of no small irporiarec in the world of
rocketry.  Further details will be found in the Puhlisher’s
announcement on page 14

What is said to be <he first transportation by roczets oo
animate objeets is claimed for M= 8. H. Smills, our new Caleutta
member. On June 29th last, Mr Smith suecessfully shot a rocket
aver the Damadar River eontuining two live birds and nearly
two hundred lelters. A cetailed acceunt of this, and other,
experiments by Mr. Smita is to be found in the Star of ITadia,
dated July 1sl, 1935 * ® * ¢

Members are reminded that Seciety nolepaper mray he
obtaned from the Hon. Secreiary al a nominal charge of 2/6

JIB S Walllime 2 N 2 10 1688
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Introduction

AstrotETI;uk.org

[ host a not for profit astronomy podcast

O
— Astrotalkuk.org FU] ITSU THALES

L v e andnee, I e on ey Dl

-

other online websites, space magazines

and books.

Contact

@Gurbir Singh
info@astrotalkuk.org
www.astrotalkuk.org https://www.linkedin.com/in/

gurbirsinghinfosec/
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* Born in Assam — 1891

* Worked as a Customs Official,
Policeman and a dentist

* About 300 Rocket mail experiments
between 1934 and 1944

* Numerous international contacts

* Last 20 years of his life -
tumultuous

* International Philatelic community
aware of his contribution but not
beyond.

* Personal effects com up for sale in

Florida
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The Life of Stephen Smith

ROCKETGRAM, o~
e s 2,
Ce
BEMEMREN 'v‘,(s)‘
COMPIEGNE—~RUME 2,
AND MARSHAL PETAIN. G

THE SouL oF FRANCE WEEPS

THE BORDEAUX GOVERMMENT MAVE
JOOAY PLACED THE LIVE & LIBDENTY
OF FRANUE INTO THE CUSTOOY OF
R ENEMIES,

HELF BRITAIN, 3EN, DI SAVLLE AND MIS » |7 Q ) 7‘

FRENCH ARMY, LET TOUN FERSONAL
SFFORT BE A SILYER BULLET

CANNMIED BY THE "FIGHTING COCK -

Cover above flown on Rocket on 25 June 1940.
One flown on 17 July 1940 was valued in 2018
at 20,000 Euros

STEPHEN H. SMITH
ROCKETS and SPACE MISSILES

By JOHN J. BRITT

For several yeans we buve been beanng frim the Rossam the clam that they were the [vew
oo wnd o space by means of & rocker, lve animals; wasess, SPUTNIX I carvying the
firsr space eraveller, the dog "Laka™
More receacly the Rumans have wnt sp soveral more nckens alo cacrying bow dogn
The United Scases joined the parade whem in 1999 they wnt up & rocker carrying oo
mll monkeys. [ June of 1999 cur own Potmasser Cenersl, Summerfueld, sethorand
“Missde mail® n;wnﬂvuv&thhuuhrdfnz the guided mimile sabmarne “U. S S
H\fﬂﬂ RO and arrved salely wr destmanion, the noal susiliery ar stanem,
Mayyeun l\ Ma. Since de abow p«mm and the broed pews orerage ol these
evencs, the workd has become very R ket ComTlou.
h- ksow o sealioe, howvver, thar mail rocket caperuments wene camed eut in dhe
early 1930 by wach poneer sacketoens an Fraedeich Schonied], Gerharr Zacker, Karl Robers

wnd Sephen H. Smich. While these men were all contempecaty, their cxperiments were
:-vml&pcd!uhe:dcmuu carrying mad in therr vamoo rocket Gporimenes
Thas wwpnally alw mﬂhnnd&rim“&m«k whe condected his vgvm
'vvnmu e counary of Tudis. Dt he had e Tvenghn 10 realire ennly o My expenimenin
the pamahaliny of w ng'\u pecken for purposes arher than merely canrymg mad
www.astrotalkuk.org



India’s Forgotten Rocket Pioneer
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* First wrote about Stephen Smith in 2014.

 Purchase https://astrotalkuk.org/indias-forgotten-rocket-rocket-pioneer/
33% discount code = YYFEP4DR

Book took over two years to complete. More details here to see display below

India‘s Forgotten Rocket Pioneer
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<> International Connections
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Stephen H Smith
Dr Max Kronstein

/)" Robert P;,gar\

.

>

Friedrich Schmied! ‘
Leshe Johnson
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< > International Connections
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1850 1875 1900 1925 1950 1975 2000
Robert Paganini (1866-1950)
Robert Goddard (1882-1945)
Stephen H Smith (1891-1951)
Herman Oberth (1894-1989)
Max Kronstein (1895-1989)
Friedrich Schmiedl! (1902-1994)
Sergei Korolev (1906-1966)
Gerhard Zucker (1908-1985)

Wernher von Braun (1912-1977)
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<> Philately and Airships
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* Smith established the Indian Air Mail Society
in Calcutta 1n 1924.

* Member of the philatelic societies in UK,
Furope and USA. Joined the BIS in late 1934.

e Produced, collected and dealt in mail covers
of many type — pigeon, first day covers,

mount Everest, airmail and rocket mail.

* Wrote 5 books and produced 8 more that
were never published.
e His personal collection was dispersed with in

India and beyond.
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<> Will Ley - Rocket Mail
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1927 One of the earliest members of the VIR 1927
1935 Came to Liverpool.

1936 First rocket mail attempt in US 1936. Later he regarded rocket mail as a
“oimmick®.
1959 — Missile Mail. Postmaster General “We stand on the threshold of rocket mail”
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<> Dr Robert Paganini
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2 (Cloeaalezll Bimgmee, 1hwo deczies elde: fagim Sinaida, Commpiies dae skt
Atrmail catalogue from 1912. Father ot Swiss philately. Established
contact with Smith from 1924.

e Dr Max Kronstein — Born in Basel. Studied in Karlsruhe. Wounded in the
in the battle of the Somme. POW in England and then Netherlands.
Emigrated to USA in 1939. Learnt about Smith from Paganini. “the

greatest one man campaign for rocketry”
e Friedrich Schmiedl - conducted his rocket mail demonstration in

September 1931. Technically very competent. Destroyed his research.

Complained “I haven't become anybody
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<> Leslie Johnson
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» Founder Fellow, Treasurer, Sectetary, Vice president. Established

a link Stephen Smith from late 1934.
* Mutually supported each other . Letter dated 31 Aug 1938

[
: N ] »

'[' You nmay be assured thal T wlll do everything In my pover Lo
‘mssiat the Xevetone DPress lgenay on your heheld, ghould they weie gy enculries

 Pron mo.

' Tour information re “ir Devid end lady I’-m.is THYY %;fh?re-tbing.
You 1y be assured I'1] wrilte *o them a3 soon €38 b mnhf;md :rﬂe s B0 1T amro
4n London during the mext six months will mebe en @ppolmimens -0 00 Titfs ¢
you think thoy would ecare to meet exy of the Londen BIS nmiers? ,;.“L.nx.‘.la}.t“‘n‘()t o&il;
%0 unlogze tho hounds om Sir Tevid wiikent firet learnine frem youn thel it Wes

ordsr to do so!
- ond

ublished a short story — lales ot Wondér, "1alés of ‘Wonder 1
1938. “Satellites of Death™.
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= 28 BIS — The Liverpool Years
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Coming soon
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<> Legacy
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Smith worked alone and unsupported. Reached out to the military and the

politicians but no response.

First meeting of The International Astronautical
Congress 30 Sep 1950
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<> Summary
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* Stephen Smith failed to attract support tinancial, political

or technical. Worked alone — limited technical

achievements.
e The civil unrest of last two decades of his life —

particularly tumultuous. Push for independence, WW2,

Famine, Independence, partition rioting. Illness.
* Attempted to engage engineers to work with him,
military, pre- and post independence government all to no

avail.

Gurbir Singh 20 www.astrotalkuk.org



| m————

< >

Astrotalkuk.org

Questions
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ILinks
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1. Astrotalkuk.org — Episode 68 from 2014. Archive
material from March 2020.

2. Look inside the book. Purchase book. Use 33%
discount code = YYFEP4D only on this link..

3. Indian Airmails.com — Piyush Khaitan. Other useful
links.

4. Royal Philatelic Society, The India Circle,

5. British Interplanetary Society
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